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Hindu Sects,

a Chamar, one of the lowest castes of the Hindus, and
his followers generally belong to the same caste. It
was owing to an imprecation of Ramanand that a Brah-
machari (student) was born in a Chamar family. At
first he refused to take nourishment until Ramanand,
recognizing in him the young man he had cursed,
breathed the mantra into his ears and thus admitted
him into his sect From that moment he began to
thrive. When he grew to manhood he worked at his
trade, and devoted all he could spare to feeding the
poor. One day Vishnu, pleased with his devotion, came
and offered him the philosopher's stone; but Rai Das
disregarded the gift, as 4ie was well satisfied with the
knowledge of Hari (Vishnu), Some months afterwards
Vishnu paid him another visit, and seeing that the stone
had not been used, caused a number of gold pieces to
lie all round him. With these Rai Das erected a temple
of which he became the priest The Sena Panthis are
the followers of Sena, a barber; but of the peculiar
tenets of this sect little is known. In connection with
him a story is told similar in spirit to that in Miss
Proctor's " Legend of Provence." This barber being
intensely devotional sometimes forgot his professional
duties as barber to the king. Vishnu seeing the sove-
reign's anger, in order to save his servant from punish-
ment, took the barber's place, and did his work so well
that the king recognized the god, and made his barber
his guru.

Valabhacharis, or R^ldra Sampradayis. This sect
owes its popularity to Vallabha Acharjya, and is com-
monly known as the religion of the Gokula Gosains.
The original founder of the sect was a Brahman named
Vishnu Swami, who admitted only Brahmans into his
society, and imposed on them a vow of asceticism.